
Your willingness to live 

and express the principles 

we teach is amazing and 

inspiring to me: you're 

amazing! 

 

It is a joy to be a part of 

your spiritual journey. 

It is a blessing that 

you are part of 

mine. 

 

In this first month 

of the New Year, I 

would like you to 

let us, your leader-

ship team, know 

what you think 

about where we 

are headed and 

where from here 

you would like to 

see us grow. The Board 

that I am privileged to 

work with is one of the 

finest groups of people I 

have ever gotten to know. 

Not only are they willing 

to Tithe a full 10 percent 

of their income to our 

Spiritual Home, they also 

Tithe their time and talent. 

 

You know Gwen. Of 

course, you do. She is on 

the ministerial track and 

provides us with countless 

hours of creative talent. 

Some you see on Sundays; 

others you do not see. 
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Dear Friends, 

 

We have done so much 

this past year. I am filled 

with gratitude as my mind 

brings forward the face of 

each of you into view. As 

the parade of faces 

stops in front of 

my mindôs eye to 

exchange a smile 

with me, I know you 

are an expression 

of God in my life. 

 

The question that 

comes to mind is 

what will we do 

this Year? It is 

my great pleasure 

to once again 

thank you all, 

each and every one of 

you, for being the light by 

which I am able to see. 

You have all stepped forward 

in Hope, Peace, Love and 

Joy to do what you are called to 

do to make our community a 

more harmonious place in 

which to live. 

 

You have all done so much to 

make our Spiritual Home 

a place of Hope for those 

looking for a philosophy 

they can identify with and 

a place where you don't 

have to express or believe 

like the rest to be included 

or fit in. Unity is a place 

of Peace where we come 

together to grow in 

consciousness and Love 

without fear that we will 

be judged. It is a center 

where people confront 

their own discomfort with 

a willingness to grow. In 

the process, individuals 

not only change their own 

lives but the lives of others as 

well. Anyone can walk 

into our Spiritual Home 

and feel the Love and 

acceptance, the compassion 

and kindness that shines 

forth from each of you. 

It is no wonder that we 

are attracting more 

new people every week. 

 

No one told me it could be 

this much fun leading a 

congregation. You are so 

easy to be with; I sometimes 

have to pinch myself. 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

2010 is the best year yet  
 
 

by Rev. Michael Brooks  

R e v .  M i c h a e l  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT . . .  
 

Hello Everyone! 
 

What a wonderful year weôve had! So many 

gifts weôve received and so many gifts were 

given this past year. Itôs been a memorable year 

certainly. There really is so much for which to 

be thankful. As for me, I am truly thankful for 

everything in my life right now, especially 

everyone at Unity with whom I have the 

privilege of knowing and working. 
 

I am thankful for all the beautiful people at 

Unity who every day help to create and enrich 

our spiritual home. We have a truly incredible 

music program, a dressed-up stage area, and a 

growing program of community concerts. We 

always have fresh and beautiful fellowship 

tables, people who bring goodies to share for 

fellowship and potlucks, and set-up and clean-up 

people. We have age-appropriate teaching for 

young ones on Sundays, a childrenôs program 

every six weeks, and a number of ongoing 

programs for the kids. Our spiritual home is a 

place on Thursdays for a Course in Miracles, 

and a place for our monthly Wednesday night 

Renewal. We have a wonderful website (have you 

checked it out yet?) and this great newsletter to 

keep us informed. We have someone who 

changes our sign each week and someone who 

recycles so we can be ñgreen.ò We have someone 

who creates our bulletins each week and people who 

help share the daily word on Sundays. There is 

always an interesting and informative workshop 

on the horizon, and best of all, there is always a 

spiritually stimulating talk by Rev. Michael each 

Sunday. 
 

Thank you everyone who gives of time and talent 

to our Unity. Thank you from myself and every-

one on the Boardðour Rev. Michael Brooks, 

Deborah Gallinger, Jeff Gavlinski, John Jaeger, 

Chris Lewis, Gwen Meyer, Angela Savage and 

Geoff White. 
 

Peace, 

Ann Vandielen 

Unity Board President 
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Happy New Year! from page 1 

 

Chris is our ñDo All You Canò guy, and boy, does he. He and his 

family support us in many ways, and Chris is a great resource for 

my own personal growth. 

 

Ann is the president of our leadership team, heads up our landscape 

team and has spent a lot of time working with Scott to beautify the 

platform area. 

 

Jeff and his family provide us with much, including the ushers and 

greeters; a way to get things done in print; and even volunteer their 

children.  

 

Angela and her family are always willing to help, too. 

As our liaison to the childrenôs programs, Angela helps 

to select curriculum. 

 

VP Geoff is our most experienced leader and it shows. His kind 

compassionate ways are an example to us all as he steps up and 

shows up in a variety of valuable ways. 

 

We also have two alternate leaders: Deborah and John. These two 

wonderful friends are not waiting in the wings for their turn to 

serve; they are doing it now and we are grateful. 

 

We as a leadership council would like you, our congregation, to let 

us know how we might do what we do well even better. What ideas 

would you like us to entertain at our Board meetings? 

 

There is a black wall box just outside the Ministerôs office where 

you can share your thoughts. However, suggestions or comments 

must be signed, and legible contact information must be included, 

before any submission will even be read. 

 

We all want to serve you to the best of our ability; so be honest and 

be kind, and please include a solution with proposal, comment or 

suggestion. 

 

Thank you for investing in your spiritual growth. When you do, 

you make the whole world a better place. 

 

I love you all very much, 

Rev. Michael 
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M E E T  C H R I S  A N D  D A R O N  L E W I S 
b y  L i n d a  P e a r s e  

It is unlikely that you haven't met Chris and DaRon, if you 

attend Unity of the White Mountains, because this dynamic 

couple is so involved in the life of our 

church. Still, I thought you might enjoy 

learning a little bit more about them as I 

did when I decided to write this article. 

First of all, Chris had felt drawn to 

Unity when he saw the signs on 

Fawnbrook where we used to meet. When 

one of our members suggested that they 

come to Unity, they took the next step 

and attended a few times. Then when they 

heard Rev. Michael speak, they were sure 

they had found their church home. 

Since Chris is a builder by profession, 

the first thing he noticed, that he 

wanted to become involved with, was 

the size of our Sunday School. The room 

was narrow and dark, so much so that 

their daughter Anna didn't want to go in. After meeting with 

Rev. Michael and the Board, Chris rounded up a few of his 

employees and expanded our Sunday school room to 

its present size. We were then able to use this larger space 

for two classrooms, serving the needs of our children 

through the age of 10. 
 

Previously Chris and DaRon had attended a "healing based" 

church and had held meditation groups at their 

home. Energy healing has been a big part of Chris' life, and 

he has been a Reiki Master for some time. In the early 90's 

he tried focusing on this full time. It didn't seem to be working 

out as he had planned, and he received the message, "Do 

what you are good at." He returned to construction and saw 

the opportunity to use his gift of healing here at Unity as he 

was instrumental in organizing the Midweek Renewal 

Service. This offers the community an opportunity to 

experience healing meditation and a variety of healing 

modalities and is often an introduction to Unity. 
 

Chris has been a valuable member of the Unity Board for 

almost two years. Using his special talents he created the ramp 

for our new entrance and put the railings in the front of the 

church so the area could be used for parking without fear of 

falling into the culverts. Together he and DaRon have 

worked to make all church events successful. They not only 

work at the bake sales and yard sales, but also bake and 

bring whatever they can donate. When he was in college, 

Chris had worked to gather money and donated 

items for the less fortunate during the holidays. He and 

DaRon brought a similar idea to Unity and organized 

"Thanks for Giving" for two holiday seasons,  

benef i t ing those in  our  commun i ty who might 

not experience the joy of Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

 

As I interviewed Chris and DaRon, their entire focus was on 

the blessings they have received. They love living here in the 

White Mountains and feel so blessed 

to have their two beautiful daughters, 

Anna and Angelina. When they lost part 

of their home and most of their belongings 

recently in a fire, they felt the love of their 

church family beyond measure as we 

helped them with clean up, filling out 

insurance forms, replacing items lost, 

and any way imaginable. They looked 

at the fire as a cleansing, a blessing 

allowing them to be on the receiving side. 

Do Chris and DaRon see the glass as half 

full or half empty? There is no "half" 

involved at all in what they see. To them, 

the Bible verse, "In all things give 

thanks," takes on a special meaning. 

The glass they see is always full to the top 

and running over. Chris and DaRon, we are blessed as well 

to have you as an important part of our Unity family. 

From left: DaRon and Chris  
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REMEMBERING NORM 
 

Norm Fenlason, husband 

of Joan Price Fenlason, 

our former spiritual 

leader, made his transition 

on December 4, 2009. We 

remember him with love 

and send prayers to Joan. 

 

I wrote this poem at Unity Village, October 2009, 

from an image and words that came to me 

through meditation, and read it for the Spiritual 

Education & Enrichment Graduating Class that 

week. The interplay between "I AM" and "I am" 

ties us into Oneness with the beauty of God 

surrounding us.�² Gwen Meyer 
 

T H E  R O S E  
 

I AM the beauty of the rose 
 

And the sunlight that dances along the grass. 

I AM the farthest star, the deepest part of the ocean 

And the loving force that underlies it all. 
 

I am the beauty of the rose as well, 

And as You are sunlight dancing along the grass, 

Your goodness echoes in my soul, 

You are me, and I AM you. 
 

You have brought from within me the greatest gift, 

The gift of life, as rich as my own thoughts, 

Driven by them, too, for we are One. 

My heart is Yours in love. 
 

And so I walk this path, living each precious day 

In Your garments, being Your thoughts in action 

As my own mortal life. 

What a grand existence this is! 
 

I AM the Beauty of the Rose. 

 

A D V E R T I S I N G  R A T E S  
1/8 page-$50; 1/4 page-$100. Six times/year. 

Email John Jaeger at newsletter@unityofthewhitemountains.com 

40 Days to an Awakened Christ-Consciousness 
W o r k s h o p �² R e v .  M i c h a e l 

What can I do to begin living my dreams? How can I step into 

the creative being I am meant to be? During the months of 

February and March, what many call Lent, we will experience 

the what and how using "Denials and Affirmations." For 40 

days, 40 of us will adventure into the New Thought method of 

changing our lives by changing our minds. There are only 40 

booklets available at this time, so please sign up for this 

amazing transformative process early. We will meet for an hour 

after service beginning Sunday, February 21 through March 28. 

A sign-up sheet is on the table at Unity or call 928-242-5307. 

The 12 Powers 

 
Would you like to feel more fulfilled, centered and in charge 

of your life? Throughout 2010, Unity is offering a wide vari-

ety of educational resources to help you learn about 12 spiri-

tual abilities you already possess.  

Using the Powers Month by Month 
At first glance, the Powers may seem complex, but they are 

really practical spiritual gifts that each person uses every day. 

In this Resource Center we'll post a variety of materials to 

not only help you learn about the 12 Powers but also to help 

you apply them in your life. One new Power will be featured 

each month. Resources will include readings, meditations, 

songs, affirmations, podcasts and a variety of other materi-

alsðall relating to the Power of the month.   

www.unity.org/twelvePowers/index.html 


